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Abstracts
Thomas Matussek
Fully Engaged: Germany in the UN. German Multilateral Foreign Policy in
Light of the 2007 EU Presidency
VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 6/2006, pp. 226–230.
In recent years, the United Nations has become involved in many new areas:
key issues like the fight against poverty, fair globalization policies, or environ-
mental concerns are at the top of the agenda. The United Nations is cur-
rently undergoing a reform process, which should enhance its ability to face
these new challenges. Over recent years, Germany has become a much more
active member of the UN; it is ready to assume greater responsibility. As Ger-
many will take over the Presidency of the European Union in January 2007
it will seek to make progress on the outstanding reform issues, including the
reform of the Security Council.

Ekkehard Griep
Viewpoint: Congo – A Case for the Peacebuilding Commission. 
VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 6/2006, p. 231.
The election of Joseph Kabila as President of the Democratic Republic of
Congo marks an important episode in the country’s political transition pro-
cess. However, this huge African state still faces enormous challenges. Given
the complexity of the tasks as well as the variety of actors, Congo evidently
should be a case for the newly established UN peacebuilding commission.

Achim Steiner
Concerted Leadership. 
The Role of UNEP in Global Environmental Governance
VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 6/2006, pp. 232–237.
Rapid environmental changes are demanding increased global attention.
Ecosystems are in decline – up to the point where their ability to provide

essential services is threatened. Only a common and coordinated effort by
the international community offers hope for a sustainable solution. The
United Nations, and within it UNEP, provides the perfect arena for such
action. UNEP must and will be ready to rise to new challenges to fulfil its
mandate of providing leadership and encouraging partnership for sustain-
able development.

Wilfried Lütkenhorst
UNIDO at 40: Sustainability and Industrial Development in Developing
Countries: Uneasy Bedfellows?
VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 6/2006, pp. 238–243.
Since its foundation in 1966, UNIDO has undergone a series of compre-
hensive reforms as it adjusted itself to the changing global economic envi-
ronment. As a result of these measures, it now focuses its activities on three
thematic issues: poverty reduction, trade capacity building as well as ener-
gy and the environment. In order to maximize the efficiency of UNIDO
and the development impact of its interventions, this reform process will
have to continue.

Manuel Fröhlich
Iron Fist in a Velvet Glove? Ban Ki-moon and the Office of the 
UN Secretary-General
VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 6/2006, pp. 244–247.
Ban Ki-moon will take over as UN Secretary-General in January 2007. Each
of the former Secretary-Generals has interpreted this role in a different way.
Nevertheless, Ban’s diplomatic career and recent statements allow a first
appraisal. Especially a comparison with the tenure of U Thant reveals that
one should not underestimate the supposedly soft-spoken Asian style of
leadership.
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