ABSTRACTS

Gunnar Theissen

More Than Just a Change of Name. The New UN Human Rights Council
VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 4/2006, pp. 138-146.

In June 2006 the newly established Human Rights Council held its first
regular session in Geneva. The Council has replaced the Commission on
Human Rights, which had become increasingly critizised in the past
years. Whether the new Council can improve the UN’s human rights
monitoring will depend to a large extent on the working methods, it will
adopt during its first year. The article describes the process that led to
the reform, highlights the improvements of the Council compared to the
Commission, and gives an overview of the Council’s future agenda.

Sven Bernhard Gareis

Reform Postponed. Germany Has to Keep Waiting for a Permanent
Seat in the UN Security Council

VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 4/2006, pp. 147-152.

After its reunification a growing number of UN member states began
to consider Germany a natural candidate for a permanent seat in an
enlarged Security Council. However, Germany itself pursued this ob-
jective with changing political energy and finally rejected a promising
opportunity in the mid-1990s. In 2004/05 Germany and its partners in
the Group of Four (G4), Brazil, India and Japan, took a new attempt
which brought the Security Council closer to reform than any other initia-
tive before. In the summer of 2005, however, also this initiative even-
tually failed due to strong opposition by the US and China on the one
hand and lacking coherence in the reform camp on the other hand. If
Germany and the reformers are again given the chance to advance a re-
form initiative, they need to pursue it in a more determined manner.
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Josef Braml

American Pressure for UN Reform

VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 4/2006, pp. 153-159.

The current debate on the reform of the United Nations in the United
States reveals an alarming degree of negative attitudes in the American
public, media, think tank community and in the US government. Ger-
man policy-makers cannot ignore these critical stances. Washington
may grasp a domestic opportunity to legitimize its objectives: The
Bush administration may take advantage of the Congress’ power of
the purse, and benefit from the current disaffection both in the general
public as well as in the elites, in order to transform the organization in-
to a more useful tool for advancing US interests.

Mandana Biegi

“So Long as There Is Breath in Me ...”. Why the United States Won’t
Become a Party to the International Criminal Court and Why the Rest
of the World Is Secretly Relieved

VEREINTE NATIONEN, Vol. 54, 4/2006, pp. 160-163.

In this essay the author states that contrary to what reports may say, the
state parties of the International Criminal Court are relieved that the Uni-
ted States has not joined the new institution. Based on interviews with
high-ranking members of the ICC, the article indicates that a majority of
the state parties involved try to avoid the ICC becoming ‘a bastion of
common law’. A second explanation is that if the United States were to
ratify the treaty the court could be perceived as a ‘court of the western he-
misphere’, resulting in even more reservation from Asian and Arab states.
The Darfur case has taken the ICC closer to a more advantageous sce-
nario for the near future: American cooperation, but no participation.
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